EXPLORING HISTORY
A Journal of Indian and Asian History

(Formerly Approved by the University Grants Commission)

Vol. XIV & Vol. XV
2022 & 2023

ISSN- 2230-8490

Editor

Ashim Kumar Sarkar

Editorial Board

Mursed Alam
Dhritiman Chakraborty

Arun Pramanik

Gour Mahavidyalaya



Disclaimer:

Original material in this journal may be reproduced with the permission of
the publisher, provided that (1) the material is not reproduced for sale or
profitable gain, (2) the author is informed, and (3) the material is
prominently identified as coming from EXPLORING HISTORY: A
Journal of Indian and Asian History, Vol. XIV & Vol. XV, 2022 & 2023

The authors are responsible for the contents of their article and warrant that
their article is original, has not been previously published, and has not been
simultaneously submitted elsewhere. The views expressed in the journal
are those of the individual author/authors and are not necessarily shared by
the editors or the reviewers.

Date of Publication: 28.11.2023

Publisher: Ashim Kumar Sarkar on behalf of Gour Mahavidyalaya
Mangalbari, Malda, West Bengal 732142 West Bengal, India
Number of Pages: 173

Copyright: Gour Mahavidyalaya

Cover Designer: Subhamoy Karmakar

Typeset & Print: Learnway, www.learnway.in, 8918345196



Editorial Advisory Board

Ranjan Chakrabarti, Vice-Chancellor, Vidyasagar University, West
Bengal & Professor of History, Jadavpur University.

Smriti Kumar Sarkar, Vice-Chancellor, University of Burdwan, West
Bengal & Professor of History, Kalyani University

Deepak Kumar, Professor of History of Science and Education, Z H
Centre for Educational Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Ananda Gopal Ghosh, Professor, Department of History, University of
North Bengal.

Michael Mann, Professor, Seminar for South Asian History and Society,
Humboldt University, Germany.

Arabinda Samanta, Professor, Department of History, University of
Burdwan.

Laxman Satya, Professor, Department of History, Lock Haven University
of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.

Sajal Nag, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Distinguished Professor in Social
Sciences, Presidency University, Kolkata.



Note on the Contributors

Dahlia Bhattacharya is Associate Professor, Department of History
and Head, Women’s Studies, University of North Bengal. She can be
reached at dahliahistory@nbu.ac.in.

Chandan Das is a Ph.D. Scholar, Department of History, University
of North Bengal.

Amrita Karmakar is a Ph.D. Scholar, Department of History,
Jadavpur University. She can be reached at
amritakarmakar200@gmail.com

Dr. Saima Haleem is an independent scholar. She can be reached at
saimahaleem03@gmail.com

Auritra Majumdar is Assistant Professor in History, Sivanath Sastri
College, Kolkata, West Bengal. He can be reached at
aritra9.majl@gmail.com.

Monideepa Bhattacharjee is an Assistant Professor, Department of
History, Serampore College. She can be reached at
bhattacharjeemonideepa@yahoo.com

Srijani Bhattacharya is an Assistant Professor, Department of
History, School of Social Sciences, Adamas University, Kolkata. She
can be reached at srijanideys@gmail.com

Mursed Alam is an Assistant Professor, Department of English, Gour
Mahavidyalaya, University of Gour Banga, West Bengal. He can be
reached at mursedalam@gmail.com



Contents

Disciplining the Insanes: A Study of the Lunatic Asylums in
Colonial Bengal (1787-1922)
Dahlia Bhattacharya

Emergence of Indigenous Trading Communities: Understanding
the Economy of North Bengal (1833-1947)
Chandan Das

Legitimization, Temple Construction and Surplus Distribution:
Significance and Relevance of Bishnupur Kingdom in Medieval
Bengal

Amrita Karmakar

Intermingling of Cultural and Linguistic Practices of the Delhi
Sultanate in the Kingdom of Jaunpur
Saima Haleem

In the “Light of the Mightiest Sacrificial Fire”: A Study of
Rabindranath Tagore’s Intellectual Engagement with Stalinist
USSR

Auritra Majumdar

Locating Sitadevi: The First Spiritual leader within Bengal
Vaishnavism
Monideepa Bhattacharjee

Agencies of Control Over Nature: Understanding the Process in
the Khasi Hills District of British Assam
Srijani Bhattacharya

Review Article
Caste and Contemporary Debates
Mursed Alam



